Social Studies and World Citizenship

PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITIES

The proper fulfilment of the rights and duties of citizen-
ship are a very important feature of patriotism. The
patriotism of a peaceful citizen may appear to be common-
place beside that of the sailor, soldier or airman, but by
the faithful discharge of his daily duties, by the moral
support of a good example, fay the support of those who
are fighting the battle of national honour and truth, and
by conscientiously fulfilling the duties of voting, he can
show his patriotism as truly as anyone. Intelligence, honour
and virtue are essential to the welfare of the family ; true
patriotism is necessary to the best type of national life.
Public responsibilities are duties as much as personal and
family obligations. No one has the right to expect just
legislation and impartial administration unless he tries
intelligently to understand his civic rights and duties and
strives to do his utmost for the general good of the State.
Hence the need for an active interest in the main problems
of the day, for studying them sufficiently to be able to order
his life aright, for reading the newspapers with intelligence,
for regarding his vote as a civic trust, and for rendering
service to the community. Thus the Christian view that
the good citizen must make some personal sacrifice to help
his fellow men enriches the Greek ideal that he should play
his part in civic affairs.

Voluntary work should be encouraged in very early school
Kfe, in feet in the home, because so great a part of our local
government is carried oa voluntarily by the citizens. Those
who are growing up into citizenship should be taught to
realize their debt to those who have served them locally and
nationally so wisely in the past. The fundamental principle
of good citizenship is that self-interest should be subordinated
to the general interest of the comnnTnTty, Many good workers
and many well-meaning parents are bad citizens because they
know little and care less about the needs and claims of the
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